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It was with great joy that Adele and I arrived in Baton Rouge in mid-January. We had

been looking forward to this time with you and have certainly been made to feel

welcome upon our arrival. Over the past few months I have been in regular contact with

the Personnel Committee of the Presbytery of South Louisiana and I have become

aware of some of the challenges here as well as the many opportunities that are before

us.

You all will most likely be interested in knowing that we arrived safe and sound. Adele

had been living in the Baton Rouge area since the first of December. She was

supervising some remodeling on our home here. Both of us have been amazed at the

hospitality we have been afforded over this time.

As I begin my work as the Interim General Presbyter I want to be certain that all of you

are aware that my office door will always be open to anyone who wishes to visit with

me. Of course it is always better if an appointment is made but Iôllalso welcome drop-

ins. My goal for these first few months will be to listen to as many Presbyterians as

possible. Iôllbe interested in knowing your congregations, your pastors, your concerns,

and anything else you would like to discuss. I come to you wanting to learn where you

have been and what your hopes are for the future. I want to be as helpful as possible in

helping the Presbytery of South Louisiana become all that God wishes it to be.

Thanks for your welcoming attitudes. I look forward to meeting all of you soon.

Shalom,

Marvin L. Groote, Interim General Presbyter

Presbytery of South Louisiana

Welcome Marvin Groote

Interim General Presbyter

mailto:dac@pbysouthla.org
http://www.pcusa.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pslrecovery.org/
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MISSION STATEMENT:
In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit

We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, Minister-Members, 
Christian Educators and other Church Professionals;

We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them to each other as
well as to the larger Church, and

We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery.
All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God.

THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH:
The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the 

shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the 
preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of 

Heaven to the world. (Book of Order G-1.0200)
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As the Presbytery of South Louisiana strives to

be better Stewards we encourage presbyters

to periodically visit the presbytery website at

www.pbysouthla.org for information. In

addition, please encourage those members of

your congregation who may not be involved in

presbytery to visit our web-site by announcing

it in your bulletins and newsletters

occasionally.

MISSING:

The Projector is missing from the Presbytery Office.  If  

someone has checked it out please let Julia know. 

You can call the office at 225 -275-1242 or 

email: secretary@pbysouthla.org

Thanks for your help in this matter !

http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
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I havejust begunmy serviceasModerator of Council; we hadour first meetingof the yearon January19th. I am most
grateful to SuzieCraig,Bill Bottomley, and RonSutto for helping to make my transition into this position relatively
smooth!

Onbehalfof the Councilandthe presbytery,WelcomeMarvinGroote!Mayour Lordrichlyblessour time together,and
maythe roadwe travelbe a transformingjourney!

TheCouncilwill hold a specialmeetingon February9th. Thiswill be a retreat day, not to do routine businessbut to
begin to addresshow we as presbytery leaderscan more effectively carry out the missionof the presbytery. We
especiallyneedto do more

Åto promotethe spiritual,mentalandphysicalhealth of our congregationsandcongregationalleaders,and

Åto help our congregationscarryout their missionsandto restoreconnectionsto eachother andthe largerchurch

Pleasehold us in prayer! Prayer is important! I have challengedeach member of the Councilto be diligent and
intentional in his or her spiritual habits, includingdaily prayerand Bible reading,weeklyworshipand regularmission
engagement. I havebeendoingthesethingsmore faithfully in my own life asa result of the coachingof TomBandy. It
is makinga differencepersonally,and alsoin and through the congregationI serve. If we are goingto offer graceand
hopeandsalvationto our neighbors,we needto seekandreceiveit ourselveson a dailybasis!If changeandhealingare
goingto come,it mustbeginwith leaders!

I amlookingforward to the nextstepson our journey!

Transforming Journey
By John Blewitt, 

Moderator of Presbytery Council

Hi, my nameis Allie Utley and I am so excitedfor the opportunity to
servewith the Peaceand JusticeMinistry Team. Workingasa Young
Adult Volunteer I havealreadyhad the opportunity to witnesssome
powerful mission within the Presbyteryτtutoring at-risk children,
feeding the homeless,rebuilding homes. I hope to help facilitate
growth and new development in the missions of our Presbytery
throughcommunication,action,andadvocacy.
Youcanhelpme do this by telling me about what your churchis doing
to help reduce poverty and homelessnessin South Louisiana. Paul
writes,άMake everyeffort to keepthe unity of the Spirit through the
bond of peace. There is one body and one Spiritτjust as you were
calledto one hope when you were calledτά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘcommunication
and sharing of resources--by acting as one body, PSLcan make a
significantdifferencein our community.
Youcansharewhat your churchis doing or find out more about the
PeaceandJusticeministriesby emailingme at Utley.12@gmail.com.

mailto:Utley.12@gmail.com
mailto:Utley.12@gmail.com
mailto:Utley.12@gmail.com
mailto:Utley.12@gmail.com
mailto:Utley.12@gmail.com
mailto:Utley.12@gmail.com
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When you think about it, small town America and deep space are

practically the same thing. Communication to the outside is skewed,

nothingness for miles, and of course, the need to hold onto things you

have around you. Growing up in a small town, I knew all of these things

but rarely acknowledged them. When I signed up for the Young Adult

Volunteer program I started to notice the latter of the three more. When

people move it is a terrifying yet liberating experience, but when it is for the

first time, they mainly focus on the terrifying aspect. Once arriving to

Louisiana (where I am working at Project Homecoming), I felt the liberating

side more than the scared side. Why did I feel a need to come here to

work? The same reason the pioneers covered thousands of miles to reach

California: the curiosity of a different setting. Curiosity kills the cat, but it

also rejuvenates the soul. Without curiosity, knowledge is only found by

chance. And my friend, I'll tell you what, to me knowledge is more precious

than gold.

By now you are probably asking yourself who is this guy

talking about space and killing cats? Well my name is Austin Sanderson

and as mentioned earlier I am from small town Illinois and I am here to

help to communities of South Louisiana get back on its good leg. There is

plenty more to me than that, my friend, like how after this year I will be

returning to college to pursue a career in the journalistic field and how I

have a fondness for second-hand books. I thought I knew myself well

enough before this program, but alas I didn't and still now only have a

vague idea. But at least now I have a path to follow. Where will it lead?

That's anyoneôsguess. But I do know that I am willing to follow.

- Austin Sanderson

Austin Sanderson


