3';1 Leadership Letter ‘& #

A monthly publication of the Presbytery of South Louisiana 225/275-1242 www.pbysouthla.org or www.pslirecovery.org

PROJECT HOMECOMING
DEDICATES 100 ™ HOME

We would like to invite all of our friends and supporters to join us at
3pm on March %, 2010
i n the dedication of Mr.
1425 Gordon St New Orleans, LA 70117.
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Mr. | I f hoQs® is a wonderful example of Project | 2 YSO2 YA
commitment to sustainable building practices, as well as collaborative
partnerships Becauseof the way Project Homecomingwas able to work

together with the Lower Ninth Ward NeighborhoodEmpowermentNetwork

Association(who identified Mr. | I f nee@)athe SalvationArmy (gave $15k

towards the rebuild), Green Coast Enterprises(a for-profit organization
working with the SalvationArmy to recommendgreen building upgrades),
FEMA(providedtemporary housing)and LouisianaGreenCorps(a non-profit

organizationthat spendst monthstraininglocal 18-24 yearold disadvantaged
youth in greenenergyjob-skills),Mr. Hallhasbeen able to move into a safe

anddurablehousethat will costhisfamily verylittle to maintainin the future.
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MISSING:

The Projector is missing from the Presbytery Office.
If someone has checked it out please let Julia know.
You can call the office at 225 -275-1242 or
email: secretary@pbysouthla.org
Thanks for your help in this matter!
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be better Stewards we encourage presbyters to
periodically visit the presbytery website at General Presbyter Article | 3
www.pbysouthla.org for information. In addition,

Moderator Article 3
please encourage those members of your
congregation who may not be involved in Mo Ranch 9
presbytery to visit our web-site by announcing it People and Places 7-8
in your bulletins and newsletters occasionally. _ _
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MISSION STATEMENT:

In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit

We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, Ministéembers,
Christian Educators and other Church Professionals;

We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them to each other as

well as to the larger Church, and
We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery.

All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God.

THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH:
The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the
shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the
preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of
Heaven to the world. (Book of Order150200)


http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
mailto:secretary@pbysouthla.org

My notes to you in this Leadership Letter will be brief but will also contain some valuable
information. As | stated in the Presbytery Meeting my goal is to be as accessible as
possible to the members and pastors of the Presbytery of South Louisiana. To that end
you may find me on in the office or on the road; by email [marvin@pbysouthla.org] or on
Facebook [Marvin Groote], at church visits or on the phone [office ¢ 225-275-1242, cell ¢
225-302-0329]. | want to hear where your passions lie and collectively we will be interested
in knowing how the Presbytery can be more helpful to you and to your congregation.

| also want you all to know that IQ} be away March 15-25 on a continuing education event led by the
Executive Forum of the Synod of the Sun. The event will be in Cuba so for that period of time 1@ be
unable to respond to phone calls or emails. | also know that many of the congregations in PSL have
partnerships with congregations in Cuba. Prior to my leaving | would be interested in knowing of those
partnerships, the particular churches involved, both in PSL and in Cuba, and any contacts you have in
those congregations. | cannot guarantee that 1@ see someone from your partner congregation, but if 1n
aware of the partnership | might be able to say a few words if the opportunity arises.

| also want to ask that you keep me and the Presbytery in your prayers over the next weeks and months. |
sense that we are ready to move forward and | intend to look for all the ways that can happen.
Blessings on you all!

Marvin L. Groote, Interim General Presbyter
Presbytery of South Louisiana

Transforming Journey

BY: John Blewitt

On February 9, the PSL Council met for a planning retreat at Highland Presbyterian Church. Our focus was
to think and pray and interact with the challenge of strengthening the first two pieces of the mission of our
presbytery:

to promotethe spiritual,mentaland physicahealth of our congregationsnd congregationaleaders,and
to help our congregationsarry out their missionsand to restore connectionsto eachother andthe larger
church

Before we brain stormed about the first item, presbytery moderator Suzie Craig led us through a 3VSLU
F K H F NeXegcise. As spiritual leaders for our presbytery, we are committed to be intentional about our own
spiritual growth. On behalf of the council, | challenge and encourage each pastor, elder, deacon and
educator to embrace good, strong spiritual habits! We cannot give what we G R Qdy&V

At the end of the day, council committed to move forward to:

Hevelopa spiritualrenewaleventfor pastorsand churchprofessionals
Hevelop listening teams to connect and reconnectwith each of our congregationsand congregational
leaders

| am grateful for all the support and forgiveness | have received, and | very much appreciate all your
prayers. Please keep praying for our beloved presbytery, that God will continue the process of our
transformation in the Spirit of Jesus!




