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Our next stated Presbytery meeting,June15, 2010, is going to be hostedby the folks at the Albany

HungarianPresbyterianChurch. Here is a brief bio to give you somebackground.
The Albany Church originally started out as the Protestant immigrant mission in Arphadon

(between modern Springfield and Albany), the largest rural Hungarian settlement ever to exist in the
U.S. It was founded in 1907 by immigrants with a twenty acre grant from the local lumber mill .
Throughout much of its history, servicescontinued to be held in the Hungarian language. A significant
portion of its earlier history was shepherdedby the Rev. Alexander Bartus, who served the church
from 1921 until 1968.

In the mid-1950's, a second Presbyterian congregation, the Albany Presbyterian Church, was
established in the town of Albany. It was intended to be an English speaking equivalent to the
Hungarian Church. Both groups servedthe areafor many years. The Hungarian Churchwas closedfor
a time, but then was reestablishedin 1972. In 2002, the congregationscametogether asone,closing
the Albany building and returning all Presbyterianwork to the original settlement site.

Albany Hungarian continues on its original twenty acres. With about 100 members,they maintain
a faithful witness to JesusChrist. The original sanctuary is still in use,along with the manse(now the
office and meeting space),a fellowship hall and a trailer for the minister. Members and officers take
pride in the fact that the property and buildings are debt free.

Currently working through a mission study, the church seeksto look to the future in an area that is
rapidly growing and changing. Although servicesare no longer in Hungarian, there is still a love for
treasured traditions, such as singing "Silent Night" in Hungarian at Christmas, the All Saints Day
observancesand the annual kiflis and kalachessales. Newer traditions include a Hungarian Luau,an
Ash Wednesdayobservanceand "Stump the Sage"on fifth Sundaysof the month. Mission outreach
includes support of governing bodies, being a distribution site for the Angel Food ministry,
involvement in the local Drug Court by the Women of the Church and financial support of AIDS
infected orphans in Africa.

The Rev. Don Thursby is the Temporary Supplyat Albany Hungarian.
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