
www.pbysouthla.org
SAME ADDRESS, BRAND NEW LOOK

The PSL website has recently had a complete makeover. We hope you

will find the new site simple and organized, making it easier to navigate.

While you are able to access the website, some areas are still a work in

progress. New information will be added weekly.

Some information on the site is password protected, and you will be given

a password soon. We hope you take a moment to scroll through the site

and see what you think, and if you have any ideas, or requests for more

information to be added please let us know. You may contact us at

secretary@pbysouthla.org or by phone at 225-275-1242.

We would like to send a big THANK YOU to Allie Henson of the Disaster

Recovery Office in New Orleans for all of her hard work and dedication she

has put into creating our new website. She did an amazing job, and

continues to work diligently on making sure all the information we need is

there.

THANKS ALLIE!

1

A monthly publication of the Presbytery of South Louisiana  225/275-1242   www.pbysouthla.org or   www.pslrecovery.org

May  2010

http://www.pbysouthla.org/
mailto:secretary@pbysouthla.org
mailto:secretary@pbysouthla.org
mailto:secretary@pbysouthla.org
http://www.pcusa.org/
mailto:dac@pbysouthla.org
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pslrecovery.org/


2

Friends,

As I write this letter I have been in the position of Interim General Presbyter for three months,

even though it seems like a longer time than that. I have been very active in the Presbytery

of South Louisiana and am beginning to get to know the culture here, the geography, but most
important, IΩm getting to know all of you.

This has been a great experience. IΩve visited with three of the four clusters, some of which

contained only pastors and some of which contained pastors and elders. IΩve had the

opportunity to visit and worship with congregations across the presbytery and IΩve had two

opportunities to preach, two opportunities to either administer the sacrament of Communion
or be a co-celebrant. IΩve also taken every opportunity to meet individually with pastors,

elders and members as the occasions have arisen. It should not be a surprise that I have not

yet unpacked the boxes in my office and that I have only spent an average of about one and

one-half days in the office each week.

IΩd like to share some of the information IΩve gleaned with you:

ÅAs I visit with pastors, I am learning that the number one desire they have from the

presbytery is to provide pastoral care and occasional contacts either in person, via email, or

by phone. It is my intention to try to stay in contact with our pastors as much as is possible.

ÅAs I visit with lay leaders in our congregations, I find that there are many questions about

what is happening in the presbytery, particularly about the legal issues with the Carrollton

congregation in New Orleans. My covenant with everyone is to be as open as possible when

questions are raised and to answer any questions as quickly and clearly as possible, so long

as confidentiality and legal issues are not compromised.

In response to the questions raised by the lay leaders of our congregations the PSL office is

in the process of establishing a blog linked to our web site which will be called: PSL Q&A.

Anyone is encouraged to raise a question concerning the operations of the Presbytery of

South Louisiana, its policies, or general information. I will either respond myself or I will refer

the question to someone more qualified than me to answer. It is our sincere desire that the

communication of the Presbytery of South Louisiana be improved and that everyone has

access to whatever information is desired.

As we look forward to the celebration of the Pentecost may your days be filled with the glory

of God and may God through Christ be made manifest in your lives.

Shalom,

Marvin L. Groote, Interim General Presbyter

Presbytery of South Louisiana
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MISSION STATEMENT:
In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit

We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, Minister-Members, 
Christian Educators and other Church Professionals;

We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them to each other as
well as to the larger Church, and

We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery.
All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God.

THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH:
The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the 

shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the 
preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of 

Heaven to the world. (Book of Order G-1.0200)

Opportunity to serve God and 

help Presbytery of South 

Louisiana
******************************************

Presbytery of South LouisianaPOSITION taking 

applications ï

Contact Personnel Committee Kathy Randall, Chair   

Please applyMay 3-9, 2010.

Part-time Treasurer needed.

Approximately 10 hours per week.  

Position is open in the PSL office Baton Rouge.

Between May 3-9, 2010 applications will be 

accepted for a Part-time Treasurer

to assist in the presbytery accounting process.  Job 

description available.Accounting or Business 

degree. Expenses covered.Limited stipend.  

Interested parties may apply to PSL Personnel 

Committee at 504.866.7435 or 

kathyrandall@bellsouth.net.

mailto:kathyrandall@bellsouth.net
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Here is the Acts model:

A Adoration. This is another word for ñpraise.òBegin by praising God for everything

you can think of! Many of the Psalms have majestic expressions of praise.

C Confession. We understand the word confession in two ways, both of which are

appropriate in this portion of our prayers. We confess our sins, being honest with God and

ourselves. We ask for forgiveness and for the strength to change our attitudes and behavior. The

other way we use the word confession is make strong affirmation about God. Indeed, we have an

entire Book of Confessions! The Apostles Creed and the Brief Statement of Faith are included in

that resource, and can be a powerful part of our prayer life. One short phrase I try to say daily is, ñI

confess that You are God, and not me!òI need that regular reminder to get myself out of the way

and let God be God!

T Thanksgiving. Give thanks in all circumstances (1 Thessalonians 5:18). Give

thanks for what you are thankful for. Then stretch your mind and heart to give thanks for things

you might not be happy about. This is a powerful spiritual practice. It affirms that the Lord is

control, and everything will work for good for those who love God and are called according to his

purpose (Romans 8:28)!

S Supplication. This is a fancy term for our requests to the Almighty. The word

connotes a sense of urgency. Notice it comes at the end of the list. God knows what we want and

need before we ask (Matthew 6:8), but how blessed we are to come as children to our loving

Parent!

The ACTS form of prayer helps me have more balance in my prayers. If you find this

helpful, I encourage you to let it be a guide for you.

Whatever form your prayers take, please continue to remember supplicate the Lord

on behalf of our presbytery, our council, our committees and ministry teams, our congregations,

and all our leaders and members and friends! Pray that the Holy Spirit will empower us to meet

and overcome our challenges that we may be ever more effective in carrying out Christôsministry

and mission!

How is your prayer life these days? I have been focusing on my spiritual disciplines

this past year, as part of the Church Transformation process. My prayer life is more vigorous and

focused than it has been for a while, though I would like for it to continue to grow in depth and

frequency!

I like to experiment with different types of prayer, but the model that has helped me

the most throughout the entire course of my life is based on a little acronym I learned many years

ago. It is known as the ACTS method of structuring prayer. I find it so valuable, not only because

of its simplicity, but also because it keeps my prayers more balanced.

If I begin to pray without a guide or form, most often my prayers are about me and

my concerns. These prayers are legitimate and welcome by our Heavenly Father, but are only one

part of the range of expression that connects us more deeply with our Lord and helps shape our

lives.

By John Blewitt, Moderator of Presbytery Council
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Westminster Presbyterian Church in Sulphur celebrated its 60th Anniversary on March 7,

2010, which was exactly 60 years since our charter was granted. A celebratory worship

service was held with PSLôsInterim Presbyter, Rev. Marvin Groote, participating. A

luncheon followed with recognition of past charter members and ministers.

Westminster began in 1949 when a group of Christians began meeting in the Maplewood

area under the sponsorship of First Presbyterian Church of Lake Charles. On March 7,

1950, the church received its charter with 72 members. The first section of the building

was built in 1951 with much of the work done by members. The education section was

built by Thanksgiving 1959. Westminster operated as a "chapel" or "outpost" of First

Presbyterian until 1968. The sanctuary area of the building was built in 1973. The first

service in the new sanctuary was held on Christmas Eve in 1973.

Westminster 

Presbyterian 

Church

Celebrates its 

60th Anniversary

Our current pastors are Erich and Leslie

Mansell, who have revitalized our worship

services and our church activities. Church

school classes are available from nursery

to adult, with two adult classes. We have a

Tuesday evening Bible study led by Pastor

Erich Mansell. There is a MenôsPrayer

Group that meets early every Monday

Morning. Many of our women also

participate in an ecumenical Prayer Circle

on Monday mornings.

The active Youth Group meets every

Sunday afternoon with Pastor Erich

Mansell. The Presbyterian WomenôsGroup

has been active since the beginning and

meets monthly for special Bible studies.

Family Fellowship Suppers are held each

month and Vacation Bible School is held

every summer in July.

For more information about Westminster

Presbyterian Church in Sulphur, please go

to www.sulphurchurch.org or call 337-625-

5249.


