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Friends, 

There are several of us writing reflections on the 219th General Assembly for this issue of the 

Leadership Letter of the Presbytery of South Louisiana.  For my version Iôll try to stick to some of 

the high profile issues which the Assembly was asked to address.  These included, but were not 

limited to, the election of a new Moderator; local issues surrounding the PSL Wetlands Overture 

and the Oil Spill in the Gulf of Mexico; a recommendation on the new Form of Government 

[nFOG]; a major change in the Fidelity and Chastity clause in the Form of Government [G-

6.0106b]; recommendation on the Middle East Study Paper; and the definition of marriage. 

 

The wrap-up of the 219th General Assembly can be found in the Assembly in brief 2010 and can 

be found at http://oga.pcusa.org/ga219/pdf/aib-2010-forprint.pdf.  It begins with these words:  

ñWith an unusually large number of contentious issues on the agenda, the 219th General 

Assembly [2010] ï with the theme ñOut of the believerôs heart shall flow rivers of living waterò 

(John 7:38) ï could have been a stormy crossing.  That it wasnôt is a tribute to the spirit of civility 

and unity that predominated among the 712 commissioners and 200 advisory delegates who 

diligently adhered to their commissions ñto discern the mind of Christ.ò 

 

Cynthia Bolbach was elected the Moderator of the 219th General Assembly on a ballot that was 

plagued with technological difficulties.  No one can accurately state which ballot was the final one 

because so many of the early ballots did not include all of the commissioners.  The wireless 

electronic voting machines had not been adequately programmed and thus caused a great deal 

of problems.  Ms. Bolbach was elected and was able to demonstrate her wit and humor through 

some of the difficult times of the Assembly.  We hope to have Ms. Bolbach in our bounds for our 

October 8-9 presbytery meeting where the intention of Council is to recognize the 5-year 

anniversary of the hurricanes of 2005. 

 

The local issues at this General Assembly surrounded the Wetlands Overture which was 

submitted earlier in the year.  This overture was approved unanimously by a voice vote of the 

Assembly.  And coming out of the same committee was a response to the BP Oil Spill.  This 

response first expresses the outrage of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) at the irresponsible 

nature of the oil spill and then formulates the response for an initial fund-raising campaign to 

begin to address the very real and personal issues the oil spill has caused in the area of job loss 

and loss of lifestyle for many, many people.  The overture concerning Commissioned Lay Pastors 

which was also submitted in 2009 by the Presbytery of South Louisiana was defeated in 

committee on the assumption that much of what the overture requested was already permitted in 

the current language in the Form of Government. 
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For years the Form of Government [Book of Order] has been growing at an alarming rate.  There have 

been nearly 300 amendments to it since reunion with nearly all of those amendments being restrictive in 

nature.  For several years a task force has been working on reducing the size of the Form of 

Government while at the same time maintaining the connectionalism for which we are known.  At the 

219th Assembly a new Form of Government was recommended to the presbyteries for their approval.  

The size of the new FOG is approximately ½ of our current version and is far less restrictive in its 

approach to middle governing bodies and congregations.  ½ of the presbyteries will need to approve the 

new format in order for it to become our constitution. 

 

Perhaps the most contested issue before the Assembly this year was the Fidelity and Chastity clause of 

the Form of Government.  This is currently located at G-6.0106b.  By a 53% vote the Assembly 

recommended to the presbyteries that the wording be changed to, ñStandards for ordained service 

reflect the churchôs desire to submit joyfully to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in all aspects of life.  The 

governing body responsible for ordination and/or installation shall examine each candidateôs calling, 

gifts, preparation, and suitability for the responsibilities of office.  The examination shall include, but not 

be limited to, a determination of the candidateôs ability and commitment to fulfill all requirements as 

expressed in the constitutional questions for ordination and installation.  Governing bodies shall be 

guided by Scripture and confessions in applying standards to individual candidates.ò  Once again if this 

wording is to become a part of our constitution it will have to be approved by a majority of our 

presbyteries. 

 

Along the same lines, the Assembly debated the definition of marriage as it is found in the Form of 

Government.  After a great deal of debate the Assembly determined that it would not recommend a 

change in the definition of marriage at this time, but would rather send this issue back to congregations 

and presbyteries for a period of study.  At issue in this debate was the fact that some states have 

constitutionally changed the definition of marriage for that state.  And how are ministers and 

congregations to respond if they reside in one of these states.  This is the age old question ï Does the 

church reflect society?  Or does society reflect the church?  This question will be answered in 

subsequent General Assemblies. 

 

And the final issue I leave with you today concerns peace in the Middle East.  This is an issue that has 

been before the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) for quite some time.  A previous General Assembly had 

commissioned a group to develop a study paper.  The paper was published this spring and was largely 

viewed as anti-Israel.  The original paper was referred back to the Theology and Worship department of 

the General Assembly Mission Council then the Assembly adopted a paper on Christian-Muslim 

relations that calls for greater dialogue, understanding and cooperation between Christians and 

Muslims.  This was adopted by a wide margin. 

 

There were many other issues addressed at the 219th General Assembly.  Over 2,000 items of business 

are addressed whenever the General Assembly meets and so it is impossible to list each item here.  But 

suffice it to say that this issue of the Great Reunion of the Presbyterian Church did happen.  There were 

few disruptions.  Generally debate was germane to the issues as well as respectful.  I personally 

observed a great deal of compassion and caring in this General Assembly and I am proud to both be a 

Presbyterian and to have been a part of the 219th General Assembly. 

 

I am also proud to have been a part of the delegation of the Presbytery of South Louisiana.  Our 

delegation included commissioners Donna Stogner and John Wamsley, Young Adult Advisory Delegate 

Amanda Arceneaux, Theological Seminary Advisory Delegate Amber Ellington, Associate General 

Presbyter Pro-Tem, Jean Marie Peacock, YAV Gloria King (serving in the Bayou Blue congregation) and 

Overture Advocate Kris Peterson.  Iôm certain there were others present, but these are the main folk with 

whom I was working.  They represented you well. 

Shalom, 

Marvin L. Groote, Interim General Presbyter 
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 MISSION STATEMENT:     
 In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit 

        We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, Minister-Members,  
             Christian Educators and other Church Professionals; 

        We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them to each other as 
             well as to the larger Church, and 

        We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery. 
 All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God. 

 
 THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH: 

       The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the 
shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the 
preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of 

Heaven to the world. (Book of Order G-1.0200) 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 
 

The victims of the Gulf Oil Spill 
Disaster 

 
Allie Henson, Disaster Recovery 

Office  
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The Soldiers still engaged in 
battle 

 


