
September 2010 

Marvin L. Groote, Interim General Presbyter 

 

Friends, 

It seems like the month of August disappeared.  In fact, with my time away for vacation it 

indeed did disappear.  But I have returned and am now back at my desk and in my car.  

There are several things that I want to highlight so Iôll just beginé 

General Assembly did go better than I could have planned.  The most controversial 

decision was that of offering to the presbyteries yet another opportunity to overturn G-

6.0106b.  Other decisions seemed to be more rational in nature.  We will have to see 

how this particular decision plays out in the coming months.  My disappointment with the 

General Assembly is in the fact that there are so many decisions which require votes 

from presbyteries that we will spend an inordinate amount of time dealing with these 

issues and not on the issues that face us here in South Louisiana. 

 

Last December, the presbyteries of the Synod of the Sun received a request from Synod 

Executive Judy Fletcher asking that each of the presbyteries donate $3,000 to assist 

their sister presbytery, the Presbytery of South Louisiana.  To date, the following 

presbyteries have sent funds to the synod offices:  Pines Presbytery, New Covenant 

Presbytery, Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery, Grace Presbytery, Tres Rios Presbytery and 

Cimarron Presbytery.  I have expressed my thanks to the Councils of these presbyteries. 

 

Amber Ellington, a member of the St. Andrew Presbyterian Church of Lake Charles, and 

a candidate under the care of the Presbytery of South Louisiana, has been named one 

of 25 recipients of the Apollos Scholarships awarded by the Omaha Presbyterian 

Seminary Foundation, Omaha, Nebraska.  This is to help Amber as she continues her 

studies at the McCormick Theological Seminary, where she is a middler this fall.  Amber 

was also McCormick Theological Seminaryôs Theological Seminary Advisory Delegate to 

the 219th General Assembly this summer. 
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August 29, 2010 marks the 5-year anniversary of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  The 

Presbytery of South Louisiana has been instrumental in assisting the rebuilding effort in 

New Orleans and all along the coast in Louisiana.  The rebuilding effort is not over, but a 

great deal of change has already taken place. 

And I have one last thing that needs to be said.  The Presbytery of South Louisiana is in a 

financial crisis.  This is something that has not happened overnight and the solution will not be 

found overnight.  I will tell you that we will all have to work together to find the finances to fund 

even the very basic services the presbytery offers.  It is my prayer that each session of the 

presbytery will examine the amount that is given to PSL for its operations.  The mathematics 

indicates that if each congregation would consider increasing their donations by $2,000 we 

would be able to develop new initiatives.  There may be other ways to break down the 

equation, but the math continues to be simple.  Without additional funds being donated the 

presbytery will continue to decline.  If I can help any session in their decision making process 

Iôll be happy to make the time to do so.  Please let me know. 

And one last noteé..  In a meeting recently with Rick Young, the Regional Representative 

from the Board of Pensions who works with the Synod of the Sun I learned that the pastoral 

sabbatical grants for pastors of small congregations may soon disappear.  The description for 

this program from www.pensions.org, the Board of Pensions web site, is as follows: 

Sabbath Sabbatical Support Grants - Intended to supplement the financial aid of 

congregations, foundations, middle governing bodies, or other contributors, the Sabbath 

Sabbatical Support Grant program will help to address the need of a pastor at a smaller 

church to take time away from the all-consuming demands of the job and engage in a 

period of personal and professional renewal.  

It is my understanding that the upper membership limit for applying for these grants is 150.  

That means that most of our congregations would be eligible to apply for this grant.  Pastors 

of small congregations who have been their call for a long enough period of time are 

encouraged to apply for this sabbatical assistance.  If a grant is given, the results will help the 

long-term health of the congregation and of the pastor. 

Shalom, 

Marvin L. Groote, Interim General Presbyter 
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 MISSION STATEMENT:     
 In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit 

        We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, Minister-Members,  
             Christian Educators and other Church Professionals; 

        We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them to each other as 
             well as to the larger Church, and 

        We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery. 
 All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God. 

 
 THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH: 

       The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the 
shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the 
preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of 

Heaven to the world. (Book of Order G-1.0200) 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 

The Rev. Tom Paine and his 
family, for the loss of his father 

on August 8, 2010.  
 

The Rev. Marvin Groote and his 
wife Adele, for the loss of close 
friend John Mizel. John battled 

cancer for a couple of years 
before succumbing August 

29th.  Services will be held the 
second week of September. 

 
The PSL Council 

 
The victims of the Gulf Oil Spill 

Disaster 
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